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The Virginia Air National Guard has its Unit Move Ceremony at

Richmond International Airport
RICHMOND, Va. – On Sunday, September 16, 2007, the 192d Fighter Wing of the Virginia Air National Guard will hold a ceremony celebrating highlights of the Fighter Wing’s 60 years at Richmond International Airport as the Virginia Air National Guard finalizes the unit’s relocation to Langley Air Force Base, Va. This marks the end of one era for the Wing and the beginning of a new one as the unit and its nearly 1,000 members forge into the future – on the wings of the nation’s most advanced fighter jet – the F-22A Raptor at Langley AFB.  

As the first Air National Guard unit in the country to fly the F-22A, the U.S. Air Force’s newest stealth fighter aircraft, the Wing is forging ahead to meet the Nation’s and the Commonwealth’s evolving needs, resulting in the bold and exciting move to conduct associated operations with the 1st Fighter Wing at Langley Air Force Base, Va. With more than twenty 192d Fighter Wing pilots now trained to fly the F-22 and a growing number of the Wing’s fulltime and traditional status Guardsmen working at Langley AFB, the Wing will be changing the face of the Virginia Air National Guard. 

On September 16, 2007, the Wing’s inactivation order will be read and the flag encased at the Richmond International Airport. Distinguished guests from the Commonwealth and National Guard leadership will join the 192d Fighter Wing to mark this historical event.  

The Wing has flown the F-16 since 1991. “After sixteen years of flying the F-16, which included training missions, combat in Iraq, and combat air patrols over Washington D.C, we have three new, exciting opportunities at Langley AFB.  The 192d will associate with the active duty's 1st Fighter Wing F-22 Raptor mission, the 480 Intel Wing's Distributed Ground Station Imagery Analysis mission and the Combat Air Force Logistic Support Center,” notes 192d Fighter Wing Commander, Col. Jay Pearsall. 

WHO: The 192d Fighter Wing of the Virginia Air National Guard

WHAT: The Unit Move ceremony signifies the step into the future endeavors of the Virginia Air National Guard (last aircraft take off).
WHEN: Sunday, September 16, 2007 – The event is scheduled to start at 10:30 a.m.  

WHERE: Virginia Air National Guard Facility, 50 Falcon Road, Sandston, Va. 23150-2524.

WHY: The 192d Fighter Wing marks another historic milestone as they enter into a new era as it comes closer to mission readiness in the Air Force’s premier fighter, the F-22A – after years of dedicated, successful operations in the F-16 Fighting Falcon.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

News Media Representatives are invited to attend the event. 

Media Representatives who plan to attend must contact Captain Pam Garner at (804) 236-6154 or email pamela.garner@varich.ang.af.mil by 12 noon Friday, September 14, 2007. Please provide the name(s), media affiliation, and return phone number of the individuals who plan to attend.

All Media Representatives must carry an official form of photo ID in order to be escorted onto the Guard base.

We look forward to hosting you as we celebrate this historical event.
# # #

CHESTER C CARTER III 
Media Relations Specialist 
Commercial: 434.298.6107 DSN 438.6107 
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